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eAt EDINBURGH the 14. day of Avxit 1645. 


Orſameikle as upon the firſt of this inſtant, about eight a clock in the morning, Certain Cleans 

ſers in Kelſo being cleanſing anc houſe at the upper end of that Town, The firegtook hold of thar 

4 houſe , and by occaſion thereol, the whole houſes of that Town from that down-ward , on all 
wt lides and corners of the ſtreets (which is in effet the whole body of the Town) Together with 

A //Z11 the whole Goods belonging tothe Inhabitants thereof ; With Barn-yards, Ginels, Merchant- 
=u#=if Buithes , and every thing elſe combuſtible within that Bounds, is totally bumt with ſuch an 
<5 unquenchable fire , as the like hes not been heard of ; So as no fewer than Twothouſand ſouls, 

2 j1 are not onely bereft of all place-of Reſidence, but of means for maintenance ; 44d their loſſe is 

| not within the value of Five hindreth thouſand pound Scots. And whereazthis Town hes 
been a very conſiderable Membyr of the Body of this Kingdom , in all publick and common 
Oy oe We _ 1} Burdens , wherein the Inhabiragts thereof have theſe late yecrs of trouble, Given ſingular teſti- 
6B All, V ray dJ/x | mony of theirafteRion to the g20d of Religion and Countrey , by undertakings beyond their 
—_—_——_—_—— \} Neighbours, and the viſitation hes proceeded from Gods wiſe Providence ?It becomes the 
whole Body of this Kingdom, as tied, not only by the Bonds of Native and Civill ſociety, but alſo by Chriſtian F To contri- 
bute cheertully and liberally oftheir means,according to their power,for the ſupply of the neceſſities of that poor dreſſed people, 
and for the raiſing and ſtanding of the ſaid Town , and not to ſuffer the ſame to be cut off from the Body where it hes Log ſo 
profitable a Member: And ſo much the rather, That the Hand of G O D lyeth yet heavy upon that poor peoply, by the conta- 
gious Plague of Peſtilence , whereby they are ſo reſtrained, That they may not without endangering the Shhadom, tra- 
vell abroad to labour,or uſe any means or induſtry either for maintaining of their lives or repairing of their ruined fortunes. For 
which purpole the Lordsand others of the Commitree of Eſtates of Parliament , Hes recommended, and by the tlor hereof, re- 
commends the ſaid Town, and the deplorable condition thereof to the Chriſtian and Charirable conſideration of all Perſons of 
what!oeverrank, qualitie, or cegree in Kirk or State, within this Kingdom, and to the whole Judicatories Civil ind Chari 


. 


within the ſame: Requeſting and deſiring them and every ane of them, to extend ſuch proportion of their Liberaliy and Charity 
tothe ſaid Towne, as the importance and neceſſity of the cauſe requires. And the faids Lords and others of the Committee hes 
commutted , anu by the tenor hereof , commits the colle&tion of this Contribution and Benevolence, during the tige thart ir ſhall 
pleaſe G O D to continue the viſitation within the ſaid Town of Kclſo, To ane of the Miniſters within every ſeverſll Presbyterie 
 ofchis Kingdom ,to be nominate by the Moderator and Remanent Brethren of that Presbyterie: Which Miniſter  benominate 
in every ſeverall Presbyrerie, is hereby ſeriouſly and earneſtly deſired, To uſe all poſſible care and diligencein colleting and inga- 
thering of the ſaid Chriſtian Contribution, Charity, and Benevolence, within the Bounds of the ſaid Presbyrterie: q co make a 


Book,1nd ſer down therein the ſums contributed by every ſzverall Paroch iz curnlo,or by any v arperſon- 'T r with the 
names of the perſons Contributere , whore che Ovinibiuniun 26:1 VE ITCELVEN ECON FAY Peron ſeverallyz AndrAend the ſaids 


> Contributions with the Book —_— the ſaids ſuras and names To Fohn Leirmont Writer to the $i , and Mt _Andro Ker 
Advocate,or either ofthem in Edinburgh,To be delivered by them to ſuch as ſhall be appointed by the Earle of Roxbazh,or by the 
Miniſter and Kirk- Seſſion of Kelſoro receive the ſamin. And tor the more ſpeedy and effectual ingathering of the ſaid Gontriburion, 
The ſaids Lords and others of the Committee hes commirted, and by the tenor hereof, Commits the colleQion of ths Contribu- 
tion and Benevolence, fo far as ſhall not be colleed by the ſaids Miniſters in this exigent, to any two or moe perſongto be nomi- 
nate and intruſted by the Miniſter and Elders of the ſaid Kirk-Seſſionof Kctſo, and to beauthorized by their poweranl factorie for 
thateffte&t., Giving, granting, and CO tro them and every two or moe of then, as they conjoyned ſhall be apphinted by the 
ſaid Miniſter and Kirk-Seſhon of Xelſo, Full power, warrand, and commiſſion , 'To deal and travell with the wholeNoblemen, 
Barons, and Gentlemen, Synods, Presbyteries, and Seſſions of Kirks, Burrows , Towns, and Villages, and with all lis Majeſties 
SubjeRs, as well to Burgh as Land , anentthe Benevolence and Chaiſtian Contribution to be given for ſupply of theſaid Burgh : 
Which Commiſſioners ſhall have a Book delivered tothem by the Clerk of the Councell', whereof every Leafe ſhall be marked 
by him : Wherein the Committee requeſts all and every perſon who hall contributeto this work, To inſert, or cauſe he inſert the 
ſuins they ſhall contribute in this Errand. Andif any by {loath or nee ſhall omit to do the ſamin, That the Copmiſſioners 
themſelves inſert the ſaids Contributions, and report their diligence inthe premiſles, with their Books, containing the 
whole perſons Contributers, and ſums contributed to the Committee uponthe firſt of January next, To the intent the 
what ſums ſhall be colle&ed, and how the ſame ſhall be imployed. , And the Commiſhoners ſhall give their great 
Oaths at the reporting of their diligence and Books foreſaids, Thar thy have not omitted norleft out of the ſaids a ane of the 
rſons names Contributers, nor ſums, nor no part thereof contribyged by them ; Requeſting hereby the Moderatonfof Synods 
and Presbyteries , To givedireRion to the Miniſters of the ſeverall Pfxoches , To ſtir up their Flocks and Parochiners, toput to 
their helping hands in this ſo important and neceſſary a Buſinefſe. An'this Commiſſion ſhall endure for the ſpace of one yeere_ 


after the date hereof. < | | a | 
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